
Frankenmuth Parks and Recreation Commission meeting minutes 

Wednesday, January 27, 2021, 7:00pm 

Remote/ Virtual meeting via Zoom 

www.zoom.us Meeting ID# 816 1740 5927 

 

Chair Way called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

 

The meeting began with roll call attendance and the commission members stating where they 

were attending from. They were as follows: Trisha Way- Buena Vista Township, Anne Webb 

from Frankenmuth, Ed Foltz from Frankenmuth, Stella Grablick from Frankenmuth, Tom 

Bierlein from Frankenmuth Township, Tom Meyer from Frankenmuth, Joe Chowaniec from 

Frankenmuth, and Jim Bickel from Frankenmuth.  

 

Parks & Recreation Commission Members Absent - Aaron Lerash 

 

Others Present: Daren Kaschinske, Janelle Compton, & Kellie Nichols (P&R staff), Bridget 

Smith (City Manager), Lydia Wilder (Chamber Representative) Ashley McKnight (Community 

Development Fellow), Beth Bernthal Reindel (City Council Rep.), Chad Ross (City Council 

Rep.) 

 

Election of Parks and Recreation Commission Officers for 2020 - Kaschinske acted as 

temporary chair for elections. Trisha Way has been chair for 3 consecutive years and is not 

eligible to be re-elected chair per the Commission’s Articles of Operation. Nominations were 

accepted for Chair. Bickel nominated Foltz for Chair. No other nominations were received. 

Moved by Chowaniec, supported by Bierlein, to elect Foltz as chair by unanimous consent. 

Motion carried unanimously.  

Nominations were accepted for Vice-chair. Bierlein nominated Aaron Lerash as Vice-Chair. No 

other nominations were received. Moved by Foltz, supported by Chowaniec, to elect Lerash as 

Vice-chair by unanimous consent. Motion carried unanimously.  

Nominations were accepted for Secretary. Foltz nominated Jim Bickel as Secretary. No other 

nominations were received. Moved by Meyer, supported by Foltz, to elect Bickel as Secretary by 

unanimous consent. Motion carried unanimously.  

Foltz assumed his position chairing the meeting. 

 

Approval of Agenda – Moved by Chowaniec, supported by Bierlein, to approve the January 

agenda. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Approval of November 18, 2020 minutes – Moved by Bickel, supported by Chowaniec, to 

approve the December 16, 2020 minutes as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Monthly Reports – 

City Manager- Smith deferred to McKnight for a report. McKnight reported that the City has 

been awarded a grant from the Frankenmuth Credit Union Foundation for security cameras in 

Harvey Kern Community Pavilion and Weiss St. entering Heritage Park. This was a joint 

application with the Police Department that also included cameras on a couple intersections on 

Main St. 

 

http://www.zoom.us/


Parks & Recreation Staff-  Nichols reported that she is busy scheduling things in Kern 

Pavilion. Some new events are dance groups that want to have their recitals in the pavilion 

instead of indoor theaters. Nichols also reported that walking in Kern continues to be very 

popular this year. Some sports practices have started taking place, including the high school 

football team used it for practice before their state championship game. Compton reported that a 

new event will take place the 1st weekend in February called the Cardboard Sled races. This 

event is free for the community and a first of its kind. Compton also reported that there are a lot 

of requests coming in about booking facilities for weddings and gatherings this summer, as most 

people feel safer with an outside event at this time.  

 

Discussion regarding Parks & Recreation Commission vacancy- Since Katie Kay’s 

resignation in December, City Council has been considering reducing the size of the 

Commission.  Smith opened the discussion by asking if bringing on another person to the 

commission helps the group or not. Discussion followed. Foltz expressed that there are only 7 at 

large members on the commission, since the other 3 spots on the commission are representatives 

from City Council, Frankenmuth School Board and Frankenmuth Township. He feels that 7 

people is a normal board size and should be kept as such. Kaschinske was asked to send a memo 

to City Council explaining that the commission would like to keep their number of members at 

10.   

 

Parks & Recreation 5 yr. Plan update- McKnight went over the goals and objectives with the 

commission. Foltz asked about complete streets being taken into consideration and fulfilling 

plans with goal #5. McKnight reported that staff will include that item in draft action items and 

put them in a google drive to share with the commission to review. McKnight also reported that 

she is working on reworking the survey results to try and make it so they are easier to read and 

understand.   

 

Report of Park Lease agreements- Spicer Group is holding a company picnic in Kern this June 

and their lease was approved internally in the last month.    

 

Review of 2019-2020 City Financial Audit- Kaschinske gave an overview of the audit to the 

commission and summarized the Parks and Recreation Department’s current financial situation. 

Smith said she is cautiously optimistic about the future budget as a whole. 

 

Appointment of Budget Committee- Foltz appointed the following to a committee to review 

and prepare a draft budget for 2021-22: Vice Chair- Lerash, City Council Rep. – Tom Meyer, 

Jim Bickel, Joe Chowaniec and himself. Kaschinske will set up a time to meet.  

 

Approval of December 2020 financial reports –Moved by Bickel, supported by Chowaniec, to 

approve the December 2020 financial reports.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commission Members Reports- Bernthal- Reindel reported that she appreciates what the 

commission is doing with the survey and setting goals with the results. Ross reported that he 

appreciated the detailed reports from the commission. Wilder reported that Christmas went well 

in the City and that the new tree will be coming down after Snowfest. Wilder reported that the 

Chamber is now working on the visitors guide and they also are receiving a lot of calls from 

people for outdoor wedding locations. Bickel reported that he has received a lot of great 



comments about the tree in town this Christmas. Bickel also congratulated the High School 

Football team on making it to the state championship game this year the first time in school 

history and what an accomplishment that is. He asked if the City could officially recognize them. 

Smith said that the City can send a proclamation to the team for their accomplishments.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:06pm. 

 

Janelle Compton 

Recording Secretary 

 

Submitted by: 

Jim Bickel 

Secretary 


